
Navigation



Wayfinding

Wayfinding is the elements of the built environment 
that allow us to navigate through complex spaces.

paths
edges
districts
intersections
landmarks



Core components:

Orientation
Where am I right now?

Route Decisions
Can I figure out the way to go?

Mental Mapping
Do I understand where I’ve been and where I should go next?

Closure
Can I recognize that I have arrived?



Applying Wayfinding

1. Consistent Navigation on each page.



2. Leaving “breadcrumb trail” for users.



3. Use headlines or graphical cues to orient users as to 
where they are within your site.



3. Simplify the amount of choices.

simple

complex



Navigation Patterns



Types of Navigation

Global navigation – primary, main nav

Secondary navigation – secondary nav

Local navigation – individual page nav



Horizontal navigation 



Vertical navigation



Note: Left side is more common—better for usability



Tabbed navigation 



Search navigation 



Slide out navigation 

Note: More common in mobile websites and apps



Drop down navigation 



Footer navigation 



Secondary navigation 



Local navigation 



Mobile Navigation Patterns



Do Nothing Approach



Toggle



Select Menu



Flyout Menu



Footer Anchor
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